
AMERICAN EXPEDITIONARY FORCES 
OFFICE OF THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF 

To DEPARTING OFFICERS OF THE A.E.F.: 
After honorably serving your Country in a 

great war, you are about to embark for the 
homeland. Remember that the bearing of 
their officers is reflected in the behavior and 
discipline of the men you are commanding 
homeward bound. I most sincerely trust that 
no single act may occur to stain the splendid 
record won by our troops in Europe. My con
fidence and best wishes follow you and them 
as you cross the sea and in your future serv
ice in the Army or elsewhere. 

JOHN J . PERSHING. 

G. H. Q. 
AMERICAN EXPEDITIONARY FORCES 

FRANCE 
February 28, 1919. 

GENERAL ORDERS: No. 39-A 
My Fellow Soldiers: 

Now that your service with the American 
Expeditionary Forces is about to terminate, 
I can not let you go without a personal word. 
At the call to arms, the patriotic young man
hood of America eagerly responded and be
came the formidable army whose decisive vic
tories testify to its efficiency and its valor. 
With the support of the nation firmly united 
to defend the cause of liberty, our army has 
executed the will of the people with resolute 


